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Public Invited to Help Shape Future of Downtown
(Mobile, Alabama) One of the world’s leading urban planning experts will be coordinating a process to
develop new zoning and development procedures for Downtown Mobile later this month. Andres Duany
and his firm Duany-Plater Zyberk, best known locally for the design of Seaside, Florida, have created
plans and zoning codes for more than 300 communities around the world.
Current zoning regulations were adopted in the 1960s and were designed to facilitate the growth of
suburban areas. These regulations intended to separate residential, business, and industrial uses from
one another and had a chilling effect on the complex weave of buildings, businesses, and residences that
make a downtown vibrant. New codes will help relieve red tape delays for investors and unnecessary
busy work for public administrators and will better facilitate the revitalization of Mobile’s historic
downtown core. Duany’s firm has been leading the effort to institute a new planning vehicle, known as
Form Based Code, in urban areas. Form Based Code clarifies the development process and gives
developers more predictability. It will ultimately result in safer streets and public spaces and more
pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods.
A zoning code is only as good as the vision it implements and the visioning process for downtown
stakeholders will begin the week of October 23, 2012. Property owners, residents, business owners, civic
leaders and developers will be able to participate in design workshops that will build on the New Plan
for Old Mobile, add critical details, and establish a path to create it. The meetings will be held at the
Temple Downtown at 351 St. Francis Street. The workshop will be open to the public Wednesday
through Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
Please see page 2 for the schedule of general sessions and focused discussion forums.
###

Topic - All Sessions Open to the Public
Opening Presentation: Setting the Stage for Mobile
Open Studio
Discussion Forum with Andres Duany: The Importance of Signage to Commerce
Discussion Forum with Andres Duany: Opportunities Presented by West Wallace Tunnel Redesign
Open Studio
Discussion Forum with Andres Duany: Entertainment, Trash, Crowd & Noise Management
Discussion Forum with Andres Duany: Thoroughfare Standards that Create Vibrant Urban Spaces
Midweek Update & Neighborhood Cookout ($5.00/person or $10.00/family for cookout)
Open Studio
Open Studio
Presentation of the Vision

Time/Date
5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, 10/23
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, 10/24
11:00 a.m. - noon, Wednesday, 10/24
2:00 - 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, 10/24
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Thursday, 10/25
10:00 a.m. - noon, Thursday, 10/25
2:00 - 4:00 p.m., Thursday 10/25
5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Thursday, 10/25
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Friday, 10/26
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., Saturday, 10/27
5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Monday, 10/29

